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  Assemblymember Ash Kalra 

proudly participated in this yearõs 

Rose, White, and Blue Parade, 

alongside Assemblymember Patrick 

Ahrens of Assembly District 26 and 

San Jose State University President 

Dr. Cynthia Teniente -Matson. Ac-

companied by his father, friends, 

and constituents, Kalra celebrated 

civic pride on a route through the 

Shasta/Hanchett and Rose Garden 

neighborhoods.    

  The parade featured a myriad of 

participants, from elected officials 

to classic cars, dance groups to bands. Among others, participants includ-

ed Miss and Mrs. Vietnam USA, Council Member David Cohen, San Jose 

Youth Commissioner Genesis Arroyo, Telemundo 48, and San Jose Mayor 

Matt Mahan. This display of diversity and local pride reflected the varied 

tapestry of the greater Bay Area.  

  Returning as parade emcee, local drag queen, Ms. Sweet Nothing, an-

nounced parade participants with her unique flair. The parade festivities 

were followed by a festival, providing neighbors and friends an opportuni-

ty to continue celebrating with engaging activities, such as face painting 

and kidsõ games, as well as local vendors and food trucks. Of course, the 

event would not be complete without live entertainment. Groups from 

across the Bay Area joined together to provide festival entertainment all 

day. From Folclorico dance to baton twirling, the Rose, White, and Blue 

Festival had it all!  

  The Rose, White, and Blue Parade is a special tradition for San Jose resi-

dents, celebrating not only patriotism, but also the areaõs rich heritage. 

Assemblymember Ash Kalra is proud to have continued such a valuable 

tradition for him, his constituents, and members of the greater Bay Area 

community.  
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A Message From Assemblymember Ash Kalra  

Dear Friends,  

 

Welcome to the second quarterly newsletter of this exciting legislative session. As always, I am deep-

ly honored to represent Californiaõs 25th Assembly District and to continue to enhance my support of 

legislation and civic engagement that bolsters our bright and dynamic community.  

 

This legislative session, I authored several bills aimed at uplifting our community. I am pleased to 

share with you a few of those bills which have passed Committee:  

 

¶ AB 251 ð Justice for Elder Abuse Victims To protect the safety of elderly and dependent adults, I 

authored AB 251. This bill increases access to justice for elderly and dependent adults who are 

physically abused and neglected in nursing homes, and discourages facilities from intentionally 

destroying or concealing evidence in relation to a civil case.  

¶ AB 268 ð Diwali As the first Indian -American to be elected to the State Legislature, I, alongside    

Assemblymember Patel, worked to honor the cultural and religious significance of Diwali for all 

Californians who celebrate. This bill adds Diwali as an official state holiday, allowing public 

schools to close on Diwali and state employees to take time off with pay in recognition of Diwali.  

¶ AB 863 ð Translated UD Forms Ensuring tenants receive eviction notices in their language is critical 

to ensuring that the court process remains accessible to all. AB 863 requires eviction notices, 

complaints, and summons to be translated if the tenantõs primary language is Spanish, Chinese, 

Tagalog, Vietnamese, or Korean.  

¶ AB 1362 ð The Human Trafficking Prevention and Protection Act for Temporary Workers To ensure 

California can better protect foreign workers from exploitation, I introduced AB 1362, which clari-

fies that all foreign labor recruiters must register with the Labor Commissioner. This bill ensures that 

immigrant workers, such as domestic workers, agricultural workers, and nurses, are protected 

against wage theft, human trafficking, and other labor violations.  

 

I look forward to seeing you soon at community gatherings throughout Assembly District 25!  

 

I encourage you to reach out to my office if you are in need of assistance with a state agency, or to 

share your thoughts and concerns regarding upcoming legislation. Please do not hesitate to con-

tact me or my staff with any questions or suggestions you may have at 408 -286-2535. 

 

Thank you for your continued trust and support.  

 

Warm regards,  

Ash Kalra  

Assemblymember, 25th District  
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Assembly District 25 Commemorates 50 Years of Black April  

2025 marks a landmark year for the Vietnamese Ameri-

can and greater San Jose community. It commemorates 

50 years since Black April, a tragic and dark chapter in 

history. During this time, millions of Vietnamese ñ

individuals and families, children and elders, men and 

women of all ages ñwere forced to flee their homes, 

properties, and everything they knew. Many escaped in 

small, fragile boats, braving treacherous seas and the 

threat of pirates, all in search of liberty, democracy, and 

dignity in unfamiliar lands. Tragically, some never made it 

to safety.  

Many of these so -called òboat refugeesó eventually 

found their way to the United States. Californiaõs 25th As-

sembly District is proud to be home to one of the largest Vietnamese American communities outside of Vi-

etnam. We are especially honored that the City of San Jose has the largest Vietnamese population of any 

city in the U.S., with a vibrant business and cultural district known as Little Saigon. Saigon was the capital of 

the former Republic of Vietnam before 1975.  

As someone who has represented the City of San Jose in the State Legislature and previously on the City 

Council for a combined total of nearly 17 years, Assemblymember Ash Kalra recognizes the importance of 

appropriately honoring Vietnamese refugees, veterans, and the broader Vietnamese American community.  

On April 30, Assemblymember Kalra co -hosted a special bus trip to the State Capitol with the United Viet-

namese American Community of Northern California, Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America, and oth-

er community leaders and advocates for the Black April Commemoration. The Assemblymember played a 

key role in securing transportation for 100 community leaders, advocates, and residents from Santa Clara 

County. These participants helped organize a flag -raising ceremony and prayer service, ensuring the        

occasion was observed with the dignity and formality it deserved.  

òThis year is not only a somber moment to honor the grief 

and extend our utmost respect for the Fall of Saigon and 

the heroes who fought bravely during the war against au-

thoritarianism alongside U.S. veterans,ó Assemblymember 

Kalra shared. òIt is also a recognition of the resilience and 

moral strength of the Vietnamese community ñqualities 

that are essential in the ongoing fight against dictatorship 

around the world.ó 

The Assemblymember and our district office extend our 

deep appreciation to the United Vietnamese American 

Community of Northern California, Associates of Vietnam 

Veterans of America, State Senator Dave Cortese, and 

County Supervisor Betty Duong, for their strong partnership 

in coordinating this successful and historic trip.  
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AD25 Hosts Immigration Town Hall  

  On June 26 th , Asm. Kalra hosted an Immigration Town Hall and Resource 

Fair at the Mexican Heritage Plaza. This free, community -driven event fea-

tured local elected officials, including Supervisor Betty Duong (District 2) 

and Councilmember Peter Ortiz (District 5), as well as booths from the Santa 

Clara County Rapid Response Network, the Asian Law Alliance, Santa 

Clara University Law, the Office of Immigrant Relations, Community Health 

Partnerships, and the Santa Clara County Office of Education. The Lan-

guage Access Unit of Santa Clara County provided translation, free of cost, 

to attendees who did not speak English.  

The event began with a resource fair featuring a number of local organizations, allowing these organizations 

to provide either information or free legal assistance to attendees. The Town Hall continued, with remarks from 

the Assemblymember, who passionately spoke on the recent Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) ac-

tions throughout the state and nation.  

Following Kalraõs speech, the Santa Clara County Rapid Response Network shared a òKnow Your Rightsó 

presentation, informing attendees about recommended steps in the event of confrontation with immigration 

officials. The Rapid Response Network is a coalition of nonprofits operating a 24/7 hotline to verify ICE pres-

ence in the county, observe ICE actions through trained volunteers, respond with same -day emergency legal 

services, and support families impacted by ICE arrests. The organizationõs focus is on protection, rapid legal 

response, and community care. Included in the presentation were ways to distinguish local law enforcement 

from federal immigration officials, as well as important distinctions regarding what spaces ICE officials can en-

ter. Some important distinctions were made between actions to take if ICE enters the home, workplace, or a 

public space, as well as if they stop a driver. The presentation also covered common ICE tactics, including de-

ceptive uniforms, unmarked vehicles, and entering private spaces without warrants.  

Not only did the presentation provide valuable insight into avoiding ICE arrests, the presentation also served as 

an important safeguard for local immigrants, who may have been unaware of their rights in detention, includ-

ing the right to remain silent, the right to not sign anything without speaking to a lawyer first, the right to a court 

interpreter if the detainee does not speak English, the right to see an immigration judge, and the right to con-

tact the consulate.  

Next, Elena Hodges of Pangea Legal Services, Julie Ramirez of Santa Clara County Office of Immigrant Rela-

tions, and Chloe Steck of California Immigrant Policy Center spoke on a panel regarding recent develop-

ments in ICE tactics and responses from their respective organizations. The three panelists answered pressing 

questions regarding their work on the front lines facing ICE.  

Although the panelists highlighted the ongoing and intensifying struggles in the fight 

against abusive ICE practices, their insight also offered hope through stories of com-

munity mobilization.  

The event concluded with a message from the Consulate General of Colombia, who 

spoke about resources available to Colombian nationals facing deportation, before 

closing remarks from County Supervisor Betty Duong and Assemblymember Kalra, who 

provided a message of hope to the community in the midst of uncertainty and fear. 

Duong powerfully sums up the action being taken by the county, stating, òDuring this 

time of urgency and emergency, weõre pouring everything we have into this.ó  
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District Office Interns Visit Capitol  

On July 7 th , Asm. Kalra 

welcomed his District 

Office team to Sacra-

mento for a day at the 

Capitol. Interns visited 

Kalraõs Capitol Office 

and took part in an in-

formative staff meeting, 

where they got to un-

derstand what an As-

semblymemberõs week-

ly schedule looks like.  

  The day continued 

with the interns and staff 

enjoying lunch with Asm. Kalra, getting to know more about him and the 

work that he does. Lastly, the District Office team observed a floor session from the gallery, getting firsthand 

experience into the workings of the Assembly while observing fierce debate and exciting votes.  

For some interns, this was their first visit to the Capitol, while others were excited to make a return to Sacra-

mento. òI found it really inspiring to watch legislative action happen in real time and see how the work of the 

district office impacts the capitol office!ó said Lily Zhang, one of the interns that participated on the trip. 

Thank you to our summer interns Diya, Lily, Samay, Hannah, Pranya, Sarah, and Varnika for their dedication to 

serving our constituents in Californiaõs 25th Assembly District! 
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Assembly District 25 Holds AAPI Town Hall  

  On April 24 th , Asm. Kalra welcomed members from the California Asian 

American & Pacific Islander (AAPI) Legislative Caucus for an early kick-

start to the AAPI Heritage Month festivities. Kalra and other members 

took a walking tour of Japantown in San Jose, where they visited mar-

kets and the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin, before visiting the Japa-

nese American Museum of San Jose. The delegation then visited Little 

Saigon, exploring the Grand Century Mall and walking around Vietnam 

Town, located at the heart of Little Saigon. The day was an opportunity 

for the Assemblymembers to connect with the various AAPI communities 

within San Jose and the struggle, resistance, triumph, and accomplish-

ment that lie within these vibrant spaces and its cultural importance for 

those who call it home.  

On April 25 th , the members were taken on a tour of the Santa Clara County Vietnamese American Service 

Center (VASC) where they were introduced to the services and resources that the VASC provides to the Viet-

namese American community in Santa Clara County. The delegation then traveled to the Vietnamese Amer-

ic an Cultura l Center in Little Sa igon, where they hosted  a  Town Ha ll on immigra tion p rotec tion and a fforda-

ble housing.  

Assemblymembers Kalra and Mike Fong (49 th District) delivered opening remarks, underscoring the im-

portance of events like the Town Hall and outlining achievements made to benefit the AAPI community relat-

ing to immigration and housing.  

The first part of the Town Hall featured a panel on immigration led by Asm. Kalra and featured Huy Tran of 

SIREN, Julie Ramirez from the Santa Clara County Office of Immigrant Relations, and Dorothy Hwang of the 

Asian Law Alliance. The panelists answered questions on a variety of immigration topics, such as the unique 

effects and fears present in the AAPI community regarding immigration and deportation, the challenges en-

countered in building trust within immigrant communities and combating misinformation, the risks that green 

card holders still face, and why lawful permanent residency is not always a shield against deportation or de-

tention. The panelists described their efforts to assist the immigrant communities of Santa Clara County, di-

recting attendees to resources such as the County Rapid Response Networkõs 24/7 hotline for ICE sightings, as 

well as the Immigrant Legal Resource Centerõs òred cardsó which contain key resources for immigrants that 

notify them of their rights, including what to say if stopped by immigration officials.  

The Town Hall continued with a panel on housing led by Senator Aisha 

Wahab (10 th District), where panelists discussed efforts and challenges to 

build affordable housing in Santa Clara County.  

The Town Hall concluded with a panel of the Assemblymembers and Sen-

ators in the AAPI Caucus that attended, with Asm. Alex Lee (24 th District), 

Asm. Stephanie Nguyen (10 th District), Asm. Fong (49 th District), and Sen. 

Christopher Cabaldon (3 rd District) joining Asm. Kalra and Sen. Wahab to 

answer questions from attendees while calling for action and providing a 

message of hope in a time where there is so little of it.  

To learn more about Assemblymember Kalra's advocacy and the work of 

Californiaõs Asian American & Pacific Islander Caucus, please contact 

Tuan Nguyen at Tuan.Nguyen@asm.ca.gov  or the Caucus website at 

https://aapilegcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/ . 

mailto:Tuan.Nguyen@asm.ca.gov
https://aapilegcaucus.legislature.ca.gov/
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AD25 Celebrates AAPI Community Leaders  

On May 15 th , The Assembly District 25 

Asian American and Pacific Islander 

(AAPI) Heritage Month Celebration 

convened at Nomikai Social Food + 

Drinkery, highlighting exemplary 

achievement, community service, 

and leadership by members of the 

AAPI community within District 25. 

Asm. Kalra expressed his deep admi-

ration for the honorees and stated his 

desire for their efforts to set an exam-

ple for future generations to share the 

same level of dedication to their 

communities.  

The Norman Y. Mineta  Legacy Award , named after the former San Jose Mayor, 

was presented to Dr. Satya Pal Kalra. Dr. Kalra exemplifies the American Dream, 

having fled his hometown of Gujranwala, India to Toronto, where he was ac-

cepted into one of the areaõs renowned aeronautics schools. Dr. Kalra then 

moved to California, where he conducted groundbreaking research to design 

safety systems for nuclear power plants for over 20 years. Following his retire-

ment, Dr. Kalra continues to serve as a generous philanthropist, supporting stu-

dents at his alma mater universities, orphanages in India, and various nonprofit 

organizations within California. Dr. Kalraõs exemplary civic and professional 

leadership is appreciated by all, especially Asm. Kalra, who provided his 

firsthand account of Dr. Kalraõs community service and hard work. 

 

Queenie Huyen -Tran Tran, the California AAPI Legislative 

Caucus Honoree , has worked to inspire and coach young 

Vietnamese American women to embrace their AAPI identity 

and serve their community through volunteer work and civic 

engagement. For 35 years, she has served as the Founder, 

Executive Director, and President of Miss Vietnam California, 

which has become one of the most prestigious and longest -

running Vietnamese cultural pageants worldwide. Ms. Tran 

works closely with other community leaders to highlight the 

strength, beauty, and resilience of both Vietnamese Ameri-

can and AAPI heritage.  
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The Leadership in Community Empowerment  award was present-

ed to Eunice Chun, the Executive Director of Korean American 

Community Services (KACS). For over a decade, KACS has grown 

into an essential resource for the Korean American and immi-

grant communities, providing culturally competent services that 

address critical needs in food security, healthcare access, senior 

wellness, and social services. She is a strong advocate for policies 

and programs that improve the quality of life for immigrants and 

underserved populations. She has organized annual Korean 

American Town Halls and has fostered collaborations to build a 

stronger, more unified community.   

 

 

 

 

The Leadership in Community Service  award was presented to 

Sikh Gurdwara San Jose, the largest Sikh temple in the world out-

side of India. Founded in 1984, it remains a beacon of the Sikh 

community in San Jose, both as a tourist destination and as a re-

source for the community, offering free -kitchen services to Sikhs 

and non -Sikhs alike, as well as a weekly school for the Sikh com-

munity to study the Sikh faith and music. It stands as a crucial 

piece of the Sikh faith in San Jose, preserving Sikh values and 

supporting those within the community, regardless of faith.   

 

 

 

 

The Leadership in Advocacy award was presented to Asian/

Pacific Islander Resource & Excellence Program at Evergreen 

Valley College (ASPIRE). For 25 years, ASPIRE has worked with 

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander students 

at Evergreen Valley College and beyond, providing culturally -

specific strategies in addition to mentorship, academic counsel-

ing, career exploration, tutoring, book loans, and scholarships 

that help promote the academic, career, and personal success-

es of AAPI students. Between fall 2019 and 2023, ASPIRE helped 

over 550 students transfer to four -year universities, a testament to 

the programõs success and impactΦ 

 As we reflect on this event, we look forward to next yearõs cele-

bration, where we will continue to honor and uplift exemplary 

voices within the AAPI community.  
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For the first  time, Capitol 

Weekly in Sacramento  

polled thousands of public 

servants who work profes-

sionally in the State Capi-

tol community and Team 

Kalra is proud of this 

recognition!  
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Asm. Kalra Celebrates Opening of Downtown San Jose Voyager Coffee  

  On July 19 th, Asm. Kalra was honored to attend 

the grand opening of Voyager Craft Coffeeõs 

new San Jose location. Located just below the 

AD25 District Office at 100 W St. John St., Voyager 

is more than just a coffee shop: itõs a place to 

build community, whether itõs through conversa-

tions over one of their unique and freshly -roasted 

coffee blends or by enjoying live music at their 

future jazz club underneath the store. Established 

in 2016 by co -founders Sameer Shah and Lauren 

Burns, òSt. Johnó, as the store is nicknamed, is a 

relocation from their former location in San Pedro 

Square and the 7 th Voyager Craft Coffee location 

that has been opened so far. The grand opening 

was accompanied by live music, pop -up ven-

dors, and a ribbon -cutting ceremony led by San 

Jose Mayor Matt Mahan. Asm. Kalra is proud to 

support innovative businesses such as Voyager, 

which adds another must -visit location to Down-

town San Jose. Voyager Craft Coffee is open from 7 AM to 5 PM every day of the week. You can visit their 

website for more details: www.voyagercraftcoffeeorders.com/ . 

Asm. Kalra Participates in Diversity in Politics Panel at De Anza College  

On June 6 th , Asm. Kalra took part in the Diversity in Politics panel 

organized by the De Anza College Student Government. The 

event, located at De Anzaõs Campus Center, was an opportuni-

ty for students and community members to gain valuable insight 

and engage with their local elected officials. Present alongside 

Asm. Kalra were Beryessa Union School District Trustee, Jaria 

Jaug, and Sergio Lopez, the Mayor of Campbell.  

Asm. Kalra and his fellow panelists answered questions from the 

attendees on the current state of diversity in politics, how their 

identities have affected their political careers, and avenues for greater representation in the current political cli-

mate. Kalra talked about his early childhood living in Toronto and San Jose, and how his experiences as an immi-

grant have influenced his political views. Kalra also highlighted the lack of representation in politics, and how the 

identity makeup of elected officials throughout the state and country does not accurately represent the people 

they serve. He pointed to bills such as AB 268, which would designate Diwali a state holiday, as well as his work as a 

member of the AAPI Legislative Caucus, and being the first Indian American to serve in the State Legislature, as 

examples of the actions he takes to embrace his identity and uplift others who have long been underrepresented.  

As we reflect on this event, we are reminded of the constant struggle to improve diversity and representation in 

politics. Events such as this panel serve as a valuable platform to inform our communities about this issue and in-

spire them to work to continue to advocate for it.  

https://www.voyagercraftcoffeeorders.com/
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